www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org

OCTOBER 2015
Connect with your neighbors, join our Facebook group
@ Bellamy Woods Neighbors & Friends

Free Flu Shot Clinic – Saturday, October 17, 10am-2pm
(see p.7 for details)

BWCL General Meeting – Tuesday, October 20, 7pm at Kempsville
High School, special guest William W. Harris, principal
BWCL Halloween Party – Sunday, October 25, 2-4pm
at Bellamy Woods Community park
Election Day – Tuesday, November 3, 6am-7pm (see page 4 for details)

Dear Bellamy Woods Neighbors,
I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer which seemed to go by very quickly!
Over 140 neighbors and friends attended our annual “Party in the Park” (PIP) on the rain date of Sunday September 20 th. We
had over 100 door prizes this year thanks to our great local sponsors. Smoked from Above catered the event providing
delicious food. Neighborhood kids enjoyed the bounce house, face painting and both adults and kids enjoyed the games.
Speaking of children, I saw more this year than in any past year that I can remember. That speaks a lot for our neighborhood!
Please see pictures of your neighbors enjoying PIP in the article inside.
We have two upcoming events. Please come to our BWCL annual membership meeting at 7 PM at Kempsville High School.
Our guest speaker will be Mr. Bill Harris, Principal of Kempsville High School who will provide an update on the High School’s
plans for the future in these challenging enrollment times. We look forward to his remarks and your questions. And on October
25th at 2 PM, please bring your kids wearing their funny/scary/colorful/creative costumes to have fun at the Halloween Party in
the neighborhood park.
Two of our long serving Board members are leaving their positions at year end. We need volunteers to keep our community
civic league vibrant and active. Please consider joining the Board – a small amount of your time can make a big difference!
Please contact me if you are interested.

In addition, we are seeking a co-editor for our neighborhood newsletter after this issue. This role includes attending Board
meetings and providing content for three newsletters per year. Glynn Cooksey, our other co-editor, will continue to design and
assemble the newsletters. We want to keep delivering a quality newsletter to the community so please consider helping out.
I wish you all a great Fall season and look forward to seeing you at the general meeting on October 20 th.
President John Sokolowski
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Bellamy Woods Civic League Board of
Directors
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
At Large Director
Neighborhood Watch Dir.
Special Projects Director
Student Board Associate

John Sokolowski
open
Cathe Waters
John Glenn
Walter Camp
Erik Hart
Frank Gewet
Jacob Kennedy

495-4861

495-9222
648-8225
576-1006
351-6704
495-1704

BoD@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
VP@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Secretary@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Atlarge@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Safety@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Director@bellamywoodscivicleague.org

Bellamy Woods Civic League Committee Chairs And Volunteers
Block Captains (40 of them!) Current list, block map, and contact points are at www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Communications:
Teresa Kraus
495-7790
Editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Glynn Cooksey
793-0741
Editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
-Newsletter Committee
Emily Holmes and Kevin Wallace
-Park Bulletin Board
J.T. Haste
-Website & Email Alerts
John Glenn
648-8225
Secretary@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Community Yard Sale Coord. Mary Beth Kirby
Halloween Party
Megan Crain and Jacquie Gray
Party in the Park
Erik Hart
351-6704
PIP@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Landscaping Programs:
Frank Gewet
495-1704
Director@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
-Entrances & Park Garden Jane Lina and the Benedict, Tate, Snell and Waschbisch Families
Membership Director:
Cathe Waters
495-9222
Treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org

Our Mission Statement, Since 1987
The purpose and object of the Bellamy Woods Civic League is to bring into organization the residents and property owners of
the Bellamy Woods area; to promote good fellowship and citizenship; to encourage the interchange of ideas; and to further the
best interests of this area in the City of Virginia Beach toward beautification, recreation, sanitation, and safety of the residents
and the protection of their property investments.

New Kempsville Recreation Center - Update
by Walter Camp
Demolition of the City’s 1977 Kempsville Recreation Center was completed this
summer. When the outer walls were peeled away it was quite strange to see the
bleacher seats for the old pool suspended two stories up in the air, looking out
over mountains of steel, aluminum, and other debris sorted out in the parking lot
for recycling.
The construction contractor has now mobilized, and sitework for the new 87,000+
square foot state of the art facility is underway. It is scheduled to open early in
2017.You can watch the new building go up via a Construction Cam that includes
a calendar and time-lapse photos showing each day’s progress at:
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/design-development-projects/currentprojects/Pages/kempsville-replacement.aspx.
More information about our new rec center, including floorplans, is available at the website above. During construction our
closest City recreation centers are Bow Creek and Williams Farm.

Bellamy Woods Civic League Newsletter © 2015, all rights reserved. Published in print and online by the Bellamy Woods Civic
League ("BWCL"), a 501(c)(4) non-profit. Sponsorships and advertisements do not imply BWCL endorsement.
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Our Annual
Community Picnic

photos & article by Teresa Kraus

Over 140 of our neighbors enjoyed our community’s annual
Party-in-the-Park held on the rain date of September 20th.
The food was yummy and the kids enjoyed the bounce
house, face painting, games, hula-hoops and the
playground. Adults joined in the fun too! We so enjoyed
our favorite game, the egg toss, that we tossed twice!
The fun and camaraderie is apparent in the photos.
Please visit the website for even more photos of this
fun-filled day.

Thank You to…..
Families who dropped off food for the Food Bank. We filled one large box with food.
All the volunteers who helped out!
Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond, our Kempsville Councilwoman, for joining us at the picnic.
A big thank you to board member Erik Hart who organized the event!
And a very special thank you to our sponsors who provided over 100 door prizes and coupons! Our lead
sponsors included MassageLuxe, Deluxe Nails & Spa and Harris Teeter. Other local sponsors were also very
generous including: Primo Pizza, YoMama, Zorba’s, Jet’s Pizza, Marshall’s Hair Design, Color Me Mine, and Las Palmas.
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Election Information
ELECTION DAY - NOVEMBER 3, 2015
READ CAREFULLY: NEW VOTING LOCATION FOR HALF OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!!
This year voters will elect:
• Our member of the Virginia Senate
• Our member of the Virginia House of Delegates
• Directors of the local Soil & Water Conservation District
Key upcoming dates for this election include:
October 13
Voter Registration deadline.
October 27
Absentee Ballot request (by mail) deadline, 5pm
October 31
Absentee Ballot request (in person) deadline, 5pm
November 3 Election Day, polls open from 6am-7pm
New Online Voter Services are at: https://www.vote.virginia.gov
You can now register to vote, check/update your records, see a sample ballot, and see your voting history at this site.
Where Do I Vote on Election Day? Our neighborhood overlaps two voting districts:
Edwin District – all streets north of the river (i.e. the “Birks Lane” side). Voting is now at Kempsville Middle School.
This is a new location due to reconstruction of the former polling site (old Kempsville Rec Center).
Manor District – all streets south of the river (i.e. the “Berrywood/Selwood” side). Voting is at Providence Elementary.
For more information on polling places, voter registration, absentee ballots, and the candidates please contact:
• Local Voter Registrar - by phone at 385-8683 or at www.vbgov.com/government/departments/voter-registrar
• Virginia State Board of Elections - www.sbe.virginia.gov or by phone at 1-804-864-8901
Here are just a few of the reasons why you should be informed and plan to vote:
• Much of the funding for local government and schools is determined by the State legislature.
• Control of the Senate is currently 21-19; a change of just one seat would significantly impact legislation, judicial
appointments, and policies.
• As an American, you can. This hard-won freedom is also a responsibility, not to be taken for granted.

Buy 1 Lunch (#1-10)
Entrée Get 2nd Free
With Purchase of 2 Drinks
Coupon Valid At Las Palmas 467-1105
Valid Mon-Thurs. only. Not valid with any other
coupon or discount.
Coupon expires December 31, 2015

Any Dinner Purchase Of $25 or More
With Purchase of 2 Drinks
Coupon Valid At Las Palmas 467-1105
Valid Sun-Thurs. only. Not valid with any
other coupon or discount.
Coupon expires December 31, 2015
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Historic Kempsville Updates

www.KempsvilleCabinets.com
825 Professional Place W
Chesapeake, VA 23320

by Walter Camp

Historic Kempsville refers to the area surrounding the
intersection of Witchduck and Princess Anne roads. As the
result of over a decade of work by a coalition of neighboring
civic leagues, including Bellamy Woods, the City created a
special district and a Citizens Advisory Council to ensure
development occurs in accord with a published master plan
and with ongoing citizen involvement. Today our Kempsville
representative on City Council Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond,
City officials and developers attend the regular meetings of the
Historic Kempsville CAC. General information is available
here: http://www.vbgov.com/government/offices/eso/historickempsville/Pages/default.aspx.
Roadways: The construction you’ve seen recently in the
roadways is underground electrical conduit work for
streetlights, and punchlist corrections from the multi-year
intersection relocation projects. Design and placement of bus
shelters is continuing with HRT.
Southwest Quadrant: Redevelopment of the old school into
the 525@Historic Kempsville residential project is progressing
again since the eagle who temporarily lived in a tree on the
site departed.
Southeast Quadrant (park): To memorialize Virginia
Beach’s new Sister City Charter with Olongapo in the
Philippines, which was signed in this park on July 6, an anchor
donated by the Mariner’s Museum will be placed on a pedestal
near the Pony League baseball statue.
Northeast Quadrant: In mid-September the City released a
Request for Interest for redevelopment of the entire northeast
quadrant (except for the Fire Station). They are seeking a
developer to create a mixed use development of office, retail,
and residential spaces.
Northwest Quadrant: The retail development approved last
year by the City remains in the works, but it has not yet broken
ground. S.L. Nusbaum is the developer, and it will include a
Walgreens.

Custom Kitchens and Bathrooms
Contact us for a free estimate

Phone: 757-410-2624
Fax: 757-410-5780
sales@kempsvillecabinets.com

New Virginia Beach ParkFinder Mobile App
The VB ParkFinder app lets users discover
all of the city’s parks, basketball courts,
beach access points, fishing piers, fitness
areas, dog parks, kayak launches and more.
Over 200 city parks and recreational facilities
are searchable by name or proximity,
including a link to driving directions from any
location via the built-in GPS feature. Users
can also filter by specific recreational
amenities such as basketball courts that
have lights or boat launches.

VB ParkFinder
App

The app is free and available for both Android
and Apple smartphones by searching
VB ParkFinder in Google Play or the Apple
App Store. For desktop users, a version of
the app can also be found at
vbgov.com/parkfinder
Two other apps offered by the City of Virginia
Beach including ‘VB Connect’ which provides
citizens 24/7 access to information about the
City and ‘VB Works’ where citizens can
submit and track service requests such as
pothole repair, lights that need fixing and
more.

VB Connect
App

VB Works
App

Visit: http://www.vbgov.com/mobile-apps/Pages/default.aspx.

Bellamy Woods
Youth Services
Babysitting ~~ Lawn Care ~~ Pet Care ~~ Pool Care ~~ Tutoring ~~ Vacation Help/Plant Sitting
These young Bellamy Woods residents are seeking paid work – please consider them when help is needed:
Katelyn Anderson

(16)

Grade 11

Vanessa Anderson

(24)

College

Isabella Gonzalez
Cate Hickman

(17)
(15)

Grade 12
Grade 10

Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.), Pet & Plant Care
and Vacation help
Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.), Pet & Plant Care
Vacation help, and Math Tutoring (grades 6-10)
Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.), Pet & Plant Care
Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.)

379-1012 -or818-5316
618-2597
424-0820
495-6075

These FREE listings are provided as a service to the community. Email the Editor to get listed or to submit updates.
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Community Information
VBCCO SERVICE AWARD NOMINATIONS OPEN –
Every year Bellamy Woods nominates
at least one dedicated resident for a
community service award from
the Virginia Beach Council of
Civic Organizations. We are
seeking your suggestions of
worthy candidates for this year's
honors.
The Virginia Beach Department of Public Health will host free flu
To qualify the nominee will have
vaccination clinics at Newtown Elementary School and
made a significant contribution to our
Kemps Landing/Old Donation School on Saturday, Oct. 17
neighborhood or civic league through their efforts as a
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
volunteer. There are both Youth and Adult categories.
Virginia Beach Department of Public Health nurses and
Please contact any Board Member with suggestions. The
volunteer Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) nurses will administer honorees will attend a City-wide banquet next spring and be
seasonal flu vaccines free of charge to adults and children –
presented with a certificate of achievement by the Mayor.
ages 3 years and older. Children, ages 3-8, should bring a copy For over a decade we have been delighted to honor
of their immunization record if available.
residents this way - please help us identify them!

1,100 doses available – Vaccine supply is limited. Individuals
will receive vaccine on a first come, first served basis.
The Centers for Disease Control recommends that individuals
receive flu vaccinations because the virus spreads quickly,
especially, in school and child care settings and often affects
young, healthy adults. The latest information can be found
at www.flu.gov

The VBCCO also selects one civic league out of the whole
City to honor for outstanding or innovative service rendered
to its residents. Examples might include new programs,
promoting community spirit, undertaking successful projects,
increasing membership or otherwise improving the
community. If you have any thoughts about whether BWCL
should seek such an award, we'd love to hear them.

Kempsville native, former Bellamy Woods resident

Client advocate – Full service agent
Expert knowledge of the Hampton Roads market
Advice & guidance with every real estate transaction
“Lauren is the perfect agent to market a home in our neighborhood.
She grew up on Selwood Dr., attended Kempsville schools and has
Always been involved in the community. Who better to share with
Prospective buyers the many outstanding reasons to call Bellamy
Woods home! Let her attention to detail and commitment to her clients
Work for you.” – Kathleen H., Heathcliff Ct.

Visit www.facebook.com/LaurenLercheAgent
Building relationships on integrity and trust – allow me to
assist you with your next real estate need
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Bellamy Woods Civic League Treasurer’s Report

Baseball Stadium Construction
by Walter Camp

Membership Year 2015-2016
Actual

Bank Balance July 1st

7/1/15-9/30/15
$9,559.00

Revenues
01 Membership Dues
02 Donations (cash)
03 Other
04 Advertising Revenue
05 Donations In-Kind (non-cash)
Total Revenues
Expenses
Membership Benefits & Costs
10 Party in the Park
11 Halloween party
12 Membership invoice
13 Newsletters
17 Entrance Signs electricity
20 Beautification/Landscaping
21 Community Yard sale ad
22 Meeting Expenses
23 Neighborhood Directory
24 Web Site Support
28 Entrance Sign Repair
29 Bulletin Boards
30 Donations In-Kind Exp (non-cash)

Approved
Budget
2015-2016
$9,560.00

3,870.00

6,750.00

105.00
50.00
1,781.00
$5,806.00

600.00
300.00
$7,650.00

2,115.00
33.00
813.00
89.00
33.00
26.00

90.00

1,781.00

2,000.00
150.00
300.00
1,300.00
500.00
465.00
30.00
200.00
0.00
300.00
150.00
50.00
300.00

Other-Misc
60 VBCCO Dues
61 VBCCO Awards dinner
62 PTA Donations ($100/KHS, KMS, PES)
63 Insurance
31 Supp’l Event Insurance
350.00
64 Unrelated Business Income Tax
65 Office Supplies
106.00
66 Bank Charges
67 PayPal Charges
49.00
Total Operating Expenses
$5,459.00

150.00
75.00
100.00
$7,450.00

Capital Improvements
105 Violet Bank Bikepath Fixture
Total Expenses

$5,459.00

1,000.00
$8,450.00

Bank Balance (current/projected)

$9,906.00

$8,760.00

Insurance Reserve-Restricted Fund
Unrestricted Funds

2,000.00
$7,906.00

2,000.00
$6,760.00

30.00
200.00
300.00
500.00
350.00

Respectfully prepared by Cathe Waters, BWCL Treasurer

Planning and design of the City’s new professional baseball
stadium just down the road at Princess Anne Athletic
Commons is continuing, with construction expected to start in
Spring 2016. Wheeler Field, as the stadium has been named,
will be able to accommodate 7,000 people with a combination
of 5,000 fixed seats and room for 2,000 more guests on grass
berms. The stadium will be the home field of The Virginia
Beach Neptunes, an independent Atlantic League team. The
league bills itself above AAA, with the highest level of play
other than in the major leagues. Play will begin with Opening
Day in spring 2017.

In addition to the stadium, the project includes thirteen new
lighted baseball diamonds (3 natural and 10 with artificial turf),
four new lighted softball fields, and a 60,000 square foot
commercial building for sports-related education and
businesses. The stadium will be built along Landstown Road
by the Sportsplex and Fieldhouse and share an expanded
parking lot with those existing facilities. The baseball
diamonds will be built a little farther south, along a new street
off Landstown to be called “Line Drive.” They will be arranged
just below the proposed alignment of the Southeastern
Parkway and Greenbelt, which may run east-west through that
area someday. Concession stands, a new parking lot, and
playgrounds will be included in this portion of the project. The
softball fields will be build west of Landstown, by the eight
existing fields.
A site plan showing the layout can be viewed here:
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parksrecreation/sports/Documents/vbpb-site-plan.pdf
Virginia Beach Professional Baseball, LLC., is building the
project on land leased from the City. Season ticket
reservations, news on the team and the stadium, and luxury
suite lease information can be found at:
http://vbneptunes.com/home/
For more information on the project, please see:
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parksrecreation/sports/Pages/baseball-complex-stadium.aspx

ADVERTISING, STORIES & SUBMISSIONS
The Bellamy Woods Civic League Newsletter reaches 452 homes and nearly 500 individual subscribers through a combination
of our U.S. mailed print edition and our e-mailed cyber edition. It is also posted on our website,
http://www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org. Paid advertising helps reduce the cost of our publications. Please contact
treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org for current rates and multi-issue discounts.
We welcome photo and text submissions from our residents – please email them to editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org.

Page 8

Special Thanks As Their Terms End To…

Walter Camp is completing six years on the Board 2009-2015, including three years as BWCL
President 2011-2013. This was Walter’s second time on the Board, having previously filled out a two year
term around 2003. Walter accomplished much during his tenure including design and creation of the
BWCL web site and email notices, working with the City on park improvements, obtaining a sales tax
exemption for the BWCL, expanding BWCL’s boundaries, revitalizing the Neighborhood Watch program,
holding the first block captain’s social, organizing a 5-civic league candidate’s forum, serving as a founding
member of the Historic Kempsville Citizens Advisory Council, editing and selling ads for the newsletter for
three years, working on our last three neighborhood directories, advocating for the Violet Bank bikepath,
getting the Birks Lane entrance sign up, and receiving a city award for years of cleaning our section of the
North Landing River. Thanks so much Walter for all that you’ve done for our community!

Cathe Waters has served as BWCL Treasurer for five years, 2010-2015. She used
technology to greatly improve our membership process and to provide timely, accurate
financial reports. During her term she set up online membership payments via Paypal,
which are now a well-used timesaver. She and her husband Billy have staffed the
membership table at Party-in-the-Park for many years. Cathe was also part of the
newsletter team, coordinating ads and editing at times. Cathe was recognized for her
contributions and years of dedication at last year’s VBCCO awards ceremony. Thank
you, Cathe, for the many hours you’ve invested keeping our finances in good shape!

Teresa Kraus volunteered as Editor of the BWCL newsletter in 2014 and, in 2015, as co-Editor.
She also created documentation for BWCL events and the newsletter process, leaving a roadmap for
future volunteers. In just two weeks this summer, Teresa obtained $1780 worth of donations for
Party-in-the Park, an all-time record for our community. Teresa previously served five years as
BWCL Treasurer, from 2003 to 2008. We appreciate your second tour of duty, and thank you for
keeping our community informed, Teresa!

And a very big thank you to Xunyun “Nan” Zhang of Berrywood
Road for volunteering to serve as Treasurer of the BWCL as of
January 2016!

Call For Volunteers
The long-time volunteers mentioned above enthusiastically served our
community with their time and attention (Walter & Teresa’s home has supplied
us with a Board member for 13 straight years!). All of their departures leave big
gaps in our civic league’s leadership ranks. They show that so much can be
accomplished by so few! It’s now YOUR TURN! A small amount of your time
can make a big difference in our community!
Please volunteer by contacting President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org or
any Board member. Let’s build on these achievements!
We need:
BWCL Board Members
We have two openings on our Board – Vice President and At Large Director.
The Board is a fun, positive, and friendly group that enjoys getting things done for our neighborhood.
Landscaping Committee Volunteers needed to keep our entrance sign areas beautiful. Contact Frank Gewet at 495-1704.
Newsletter Co-Editor needed to help gather informative content, and provide information from BWCL Board Meetings.
Assembly of content is completed by Glynn Cooksey, co-editor.
Block Captains are needed for Berrywood Court, 4828-4865 Berrywood Rd, Gilling Court,Larkwood Court, and Worthington
Court. Candidates don't have to live on the block in order to serve. They only need to be willing to forward occasional VBPD
crime reports (usually by email), welcome any new neighbors, report any problems such as streetlights out or graffiti, and every
3 years verify resident information for our Directory. These few duties go a long way toward keeping residents informed and
maintaining our community.
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Tuesday, October 20 (7pm) - General Membership Meeting at Kempsville High School, with special
guest, William W. Harris – KHS Principal.
Sunday, October 25 (2pm-4pm) – Halloween Party, in our neighborhood park. More fun,
food and contests!
Tuesday, November 3 (6am-7pm) – Election Day. See page 4 for information.
A friendly reminder…
Please help to maintain the beauty of our neighborhood! Please do not put grass clippings, broken branches, trash or recycling
bins out earlier than the evening prior to pick-up.
Please also return trash and recycling bins to your property on the day of pick-up. Doing so not only makes our neighborhood
look better but provides more safety as cars, pedestrians and bikers are not forced to maneuver around these obstacles.

For more information, please visit
www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org
or use your Smartphone to scan the QR code at right.

Bellamy Woods Civic League
Newsletter Editor
4692 Berrywood Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23464

