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Dear Neighbors,

Our neighborhood enjoyed another great Party-in-the-Park (PIP)! Over 170 residents enjoyed a day visiting with 
neighbors, good food, games, music, and learning about the Violet Bank Bikeway/All-Purpose Path. For those of you who 
attended, we hope you enjoyed the day and we thank you for your support. For those unable to attend, we hope to see 
you next year! A special thanks to Kyle and Sheila Bullard for leading this effort and to the PIP committee and other 
volunteers who helped make this a memorable event. Please see inside for photos and visit the web site to see even 
more!

The next general meeting of the Bellamy Woods Civic League will be held on Tuesday October 21st at 7 pm. The 
meeting will be held at the new Joint Use Library on the Virginia Beach Campus of TCC. Neva White, Community 
Services Manager for the TCC/City Joint-Use Library will talk about the building, services available in the library system, 
and about the partnership with the college and the community. Go south on Princess Anne road and turn left on 
Community College Place. Turn left on Michael LaBouve Drive and follow drive to Library. We hope to see you there!

All of the events, this newsletter, the neighborhood watch program, special projects like improving the park, entrance 
signs, website etc. are handled by BWCL Board members and volunteers – folks who are your neighbors.  Please  
consider becoming a Civic League Board member and make a difference in your neighborhood! We currently have two 
vacancies on the Board. These vacancies put a large burden on the remaining Board members in delivering services and 
events.  If you are interested in being a Board member or a general volunteer, please email or call me.  We are also 
looking for a new coordinator for our neighborhood watch program and a Block Captain for Worthington Court.

Please be mindful of the speed limit in our neighborhood. With school back in session and many neighbors walking or 
riding bikes, excessive speed poses a significant risk to them. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

John Sokolowski, BWCL President

FALL EVENTS

BWCL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - Tuesday, October 21 (7 pm).  Come learn about the services 
and spaces offered by the new Joint-Use library on the Virginia Beach campus of  Tidewater Community 
College.  Neva White will talk about the building, the services available throughout the library system, and 
about the partnership with the college and the community.
Note location change - meeting to be held at the new TCC Library.  

HALLOWEEN PARTY - Sunday, October 26  (2-4 pm) – Volunteers are needed to run this annual event. 
We don’t want to cancel this very fun tradition so please contact John Sokolowski if you can offer 3-4 hours of 
time to volunteer.  Pinatas, costume contest, candy, and fun in the neighborhood park!

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE FORUM - Thursday, October 16 (7 pm) and 

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE FORUM – Thursday, October 23 (7 pm) - Forums sponsored by 
neighboring civic leagues.  Radio Host Dave Parker will emcee. Location is Kempsville Middle School. This is 
a good opportunity to hear the candidates’ views on important topics facing our city, ahead of next month’s 
elections.

ELECTION DAY – Tuesday, November 4th.  Please be sure to vote!   See inside for add’l information.

Founded     
in 1987

http://www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org/
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT, SINCE 1987:
The purpose and object of the Bellamy Woods Civic League is to bring into organization the residents and property 
owners of the Bellamy Woods area; to promote good fellowship and citizenship; to encourage the interchange of ideas; 
and to further the best interests of this area in the City of Virginia Beach toward beautification, recreation, sanitation, 
and safety of the residents and the protection of their property investments.

BWCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President John Sokolowski 495-4861 President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Vice President open VP@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Treasurer Cathe Waters 495-9222 Treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Secretary John Glenn 648-8225 Secretary@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
At Large Director Walter Camp 576-1006   Atlarge@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Neighborhood Watch Dir.        open 497-8725 Safety@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Special Projects Director Frank Gewet 495-1704 Director@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Student Board Associates Long-Quan Pham and Briana Bullard

BWCL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND VOLUNTEERS
Block Captains (40 of them!) Current list, block map, and contact points are at www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Communications: Teresa Kraus 495-7790 Editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
- Newsletter Committee Don Ohnemus, Mary Ohnemus, Alice Konchuba, Emily Holmes, Beth Paulmann
- Park Bulletin Board J.T. Haste
- Website & Email Alerts John Glenn 648-8225 Secretary@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Community Yard Sale Coord. Mary Beth Kirby
Halloween Party volunteers needed
Party in the Park Kyle Bullard 474-4470 PiP@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
Landscaping Programs: Frank Gewet 495-1704 Director@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
- Entrances & Park Garden Jane Lina and the Benedict, Tate, and Waschbisch Families
Membership Director: Cathe Waters 495-9222 Treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org

Bellamy Woods Civic League Newsletter © 2014, all rights reserved.  Published in print and online by the Bellamy 
Woods Civic League ("BWCL"), a 501(c)(4) non-profit.  Sponsorships and advertisements do not imply BWCL 
endorsement. 

BWCL Board Members
BWCL relies on volunteers!  We have two openings on our Board.  The Board is a fun, positive, and friendly group 
that enjoys getting things done for our neighborhood. Please volunteer and make a difference.  Contact any Board 
Member for more information. 

Halloween Party                  VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! This fun event on Sunday, October 26, 
requires a few adults for set-up of games and snacks, 2 hours of general supervision, and judges for the costume 
contest.  Contact any Board Member if you could take a turn helping with this neighborhood tradition. Please 
volunteer or we may have to cancel this community tradition! Only 3-4 hours of your time 
needed!

Landscaping Committee Volunteers needed to keep our entrance sign areas beautiful.  Contact Frank Gewet at 
495-1704.

Block Captain needed for Worthington Court. Candidates don't have to live on the block in order to serve.  They only 
need to be willing to forward occasional crime reports (usually by email), welcome any new neighbors, report any 
problems such as streetlights out or graffiti, and every 2-3 years verify resident information for our Directory.  These 
few duties go a long way toward keeping residents informed and maintaining our community. Contact 
President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

mailto:President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
mailto:VP@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
mailto:Treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
mailto:Secretary@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
mailto:Editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
mailto:Safety@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
mailto:Director@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
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BELLAMY WOODS YOUTH SERVICES

Babysitting  ~~  Lawn Care  ~~  Pet Care  ~~  Pool Care  ~~  Tutoring ~~ Vacation Help/Plant Sitting
These young Bellamy Woods residents are seeking paid work – please consider them when help is needed:

Katelyn Anderson (15)           Grade 10 Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.) 233-2946 
Isabella Gonzalez        (16) Grade 11     Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.), Pet & House Plant Care  424-0820
Cate Hickman (14) Grade 9     Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.) 495-6075
Raven Laibstain (17) Grade 12     Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.) 467-3428
Becca Schwartzman     (17) Grade 12     Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.) 416-6756
Irena Tobola (17) Grade 12     Babysitting (Red Cross Cert.) 467-3742

These FREE listings are provided as a service to the community. Email the Editor to get listed or to submit updates.

YOUNG LAWN CARE WORKERS (AND OTHERS) – WE NEED YOU!
This summer, we received inquiries from several residents seeking help with lawn mowing and yard care.  
Unfortunately, as you’ll notice above, no students from the neighborhood are currently advertising those services.  
Graduations and relocations have taken all of our prior young landscapers off the list.  We know there is money to be 
made, and right now there is no competition!  There are job opportunities beyond just lawn mowing:  leaf raking, help 
with fall yard cleanups, and yes, even occasional snow shoveling is needed.   So if you are available, the BWCL yard 
care market is all yours – just contact the Editor to get your free listing started.  
The same situation applies for young residents who can provide tutoring, technology services, swimming pool tasks, 
and other services.  If you have skills that would benefit our residents, look at the one-page checklist form on our 
website under “Programs-Youth Employment” for ideas to create a free job listing.  In the meantime, it looks like 
babysitters rule!

Halloween in the Park
Sunday, October 26th

Starts at 2 pm @ Bellamy Woods Park (no rain date)  

Mark your calendars for our Neighborhood-wide costume contest!! 
**  Prizes  **  Games **  Treats **

Costume contest prizes awarded for each age group:
0 - 2 years, 3 - 4 years, 5 - 6 years, 7 - 9 years, 10 - 12 years

The costume contest starts 
promptly at 2pm! A Piñata for adults too!
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REPLACEMENT OF KEMPSVILLE RECREATION CENTER
The City of Virginia Beach offers a wonderful and inexpensive resource to its residents – its recreation centers. The 
Kempsville Recreation Center, at 35 years of age, was Virginia Beach's first community recreation center. A 2009 
facility assessment rated the overall condition of the facility as “poor.” Improvements are needed for accessibility & 
ADA compliance.  Plumbing, mechanical and electrical systems are nearing the end of their lifecycles and associated 
infrastructure require additional significant renovations.  The much beloved center will be demolished and a fantastic 
new $32 million recreation center will take its place.  The estimated timeline is:

December 2014/January 2015 Kempsville Recreation Center to close
January-April 2015: Kempsville Recreation Center to be demolished
July 2015-November 2016: Construction of new Kempsville Recreation Center
December 2016: The new Kempsville Recreation Center will open

At 75,460 square feet, the draft concept plan (updated May 2014) includes a more efficient use of space featuring:

 double gymnasium
 indoor walking/jogging track
 therapeutic recreation program space
 locker rooms and family changing areas
 three child development rooms
 seven multipurpose rooms
 catering kitchen
 improved parking and pedestrian access
 fitness areas with free weights, circuit weight and cardiovascular equipment, group fitness class/dance space
 pool with zero-depth entry, six 25-meter lap lanes, leisure pool and indoor water play components

The above information was obtained from the City of Virginia Beach’s web site.  Please visit 
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/design-development-projects/current-projects/Pages/kempsville-

replacement.aspx for more information.  

KEEP OUR NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFUL
Please help to maintain the beauty of our 
neighborhood!  Please do not put grass 
clippings, broken branches, trash or recycling 
bins out earlier than the evening prior to pick-
up.  

Please also return trash and recycling bins to 
your property on the day of pick-up.  Doing so 
not only makes our neighborhood look better 
but provides better safety as cars, pedestrians 
and bikers are not forced to maneuver around 
these obstacles.

FLASHING SIGNALS ON PROVIDENCE RD. 

Update on flashing signals on Providence 
Road: Electrician handling the hook-up ran into 
problems with city permitting. The issue is 
being resolved and signals should be activated 
soon.

- Frank Gewet, Special Projects Director

http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/design-development-projects/current-projects/Pages/kempsville-replacement.aspx


Despite moving to the rain date of Sept 17, over 170 of our neighborhood’s residents enjoyed our annual Party-in-the-
Park event with good food, games and fun for all.  The kids enjoyed the bounce house, face painting, games and the 
playground.  Adults joined in the fun too!   Due to the soft ground, the egg toss contest went on and on but we finally 
had a winning team!  The photos below say it all!  Visit the website for more photos!

A very special thank you to our sponsors for their donations:  our lead sponsor, Harris Teeter, and door prize sponsors: 
Harris Teeter, Marshall’s Hair Design, No. 1 Chinese Restaurant, OneLife Fitness, Primo Pizza, and YoMama.  

Party-in-the-Park:  Our Annual Community Picnic
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Kids enjoying PIP!

From start to finish… fun in the sack races!

The famous BWCL egg toss!   And the 
victorious winners with their egg!

Thanks to the Bullards for 
chairing PIP! Well done!

Bounce House!Catch!



Office Use:  ________________________________ ___________________________________ __________________________
D B C#

________________________________ ___________________________________
WEBSITE DATABASE

The Bellamy Woods Civic League thanks you for your participation!

BELLAMY WOODS CIVIC LEAGUE
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

Your $30 annual dues support:

 Civic League newsletters & website (www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org) 
 Annual neighborhood “Party in the Park” picnic & Halloween party
 Neighborhood Watch crime prevention program & Emailed Alerts
 Beautification of flower beds at entrance areas and Neighborhood Park
 Civic League-sponsored neighborhood garage sale
 Free listings for neighborhood youth seeking babysitting, lawn care, and pet/plant care work
 Civic League meetings where you can meet public officials
 Community Improvement Projects including Birks, Selwood & Brantingham entrance signage  and 

Neighborhood Park improvements & playground equipment

Please join today either online at www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org, or 
by sending this form and your $30 check to:

Bellamy Woods Civic League
c/o Cathe Waters, Treasurer

1208 Chattingham Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23464
Phone: 495-9222   Email: Treasurer@bellamywoodscivicleague.org

Name(s) of Resident(s):  ______________________________________________________________________

Street Address:   ______________________________________________ Virginia Beach,  VA   23464

Home phone #: _______________________ Publish phone # in Civic League Directory?      Y      N 

Owner or Renter?      O       R Possible Volunteer for _________________________________

Newsletter Preference:     _____ via email     _____ paper copy via U.S. Mail     _____ both email and U.S. Mail

Email address(es): _________________________________________________________________________

(email addresses are not published, but are used for sending BWCL crime alerts & newsletters to residents)

VBPD Neighborhood Watch Participation:  I agree to be alert to things happening on my street and neighborhood,  and to call 
the Police non-emergency number (385-5000) if I suspect anything is out of the ordinary.    

Yes _____  No _____

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date:  _______________________________
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FREE FLU SHOTS – Saturday, October 18th (10 am to 2 pm). The Virginia Beach Department of Public Health 
(VBDPH) will host a FREE flu vaccination clinic at the Newtown Elementary School, 5277 Learning Circle. VBDPH 
nurses & volunteer Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) nurses will administer seasonal flu vaccines free of charge to all 
adults & children 3 years or older.  Children ages 3-8 should bring their immunization record if available. Supply is 
limited – only 1,100 doses available on a first-come, first-served basis. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
recommends that individuals receive flu vaccinations because the virus spreads quickly, especially in school and child 
care settings and often affects young, healthy adults. http://www.vbgov.com/news/Pages/selected.aspx?release=2223

FOURTH ANNUAL VIRGINIA BEACH FINANCIAL PLANNING DAY – Saturday, October 18 (8:30 am to 1 pm)
​Planning for your financial future just got easier. The City of Virginia Beach invites you to participate in the 4th annual 
Financial Planning Day, where you’ll receive free, personalized, confidential answers from professional financial 
experts. The event will be at the Virginia Beach Convention Center, 1000 19th St.  There are no strings attached! The 
participating professionals are there as volunteers and will not sell products or services, give out business cards or 
collect your personal information. Pre-registration is encouraged and a little preparation will help you get the most out 
of the day. Reserve your space now by registering at www.vbgov.com/fpd or call Lori Irwin at (757) 385-3551. Visit 
http://www.vbgov.com/news/Pages/selected.aspx?release=2220 for more information.

At Party-in-the-Park, many residents spoke with City of Virginia Beach 
Senior Bikeways & Trails Planner Wayne Wilcox to learn about and 
express their interest (pro or con) in developing the Violet Bank 
Bikeway/All-Purpose Path.  Wayne learned something new from 
resident’s comments: in addition to providing a safe bike path off of 
Providence Road to travel between neighborhoods, the recreation center 
and schools, an improved path would be used by grandparents pushing 
grandkids in strollers and by residents with walking difficulties who find 
the current dirt and root-obstructed path challenging to navigate.  Wayne 
appreciated everyone’s input!

More Party-in-the-Park news… Violet Bank Bike Path

Neighbors enjoying PIP!

http://www.vbgov.com/news/Pages/selected.aspx?release=2223
http://www.vbgov.com/fpd
http://www.vbgov.com/news/Pages/selected.aspx?release=2220


ELECTION DAY - NOVEMBER 4, 2014

Election Day is coming, but do you know who & what is on the ballot?  This year voters will elect:

● 1 of our two U.S. Senators from Virginia ● Our member of the U.S. House of Representatives
● 7 of the 11 seats on the Virginia Beach City Council              ● 6 of the 11 seats on the Virginia Beach School Board

Remember, in Virginia Beach every voter may cast a ballot for every seat being contested on City Council and School Board.  It 
doesn’t matter if the seat represents a district other than Kempsville – you can vote on all of them.  With majorities of both bodies 
now up for election, those voters who go to the polls this year have the power to preserve or significantly change the direction of 
City Council and School Board.

The following Virginia Constitutional Amendment will also be on the ballot:
“Shall Section 6-A of Article X (Taxation and Finance) of the Constitution of Virginia be amended to allow the General Assembly to 
exempt from taxation the real property of the surviving spouse of any member of the armed forces of the United States who was
killed in action, where the surviving spouse occupies the real property as his or her principal place of residence and has not 
remarried?”
Key upcoming dates for this election include:

October 14 Voter Registration deadline
October 28 Absentee Ballot request (by mail) deadline, 5pm
November 1 Absentee Ballot request (in person) deadline, 5pm
November 4 Election Day, polls open from 6am-7pm

Where Do I Vote on Election Day?  Our neighborhood overlaps two voting districts:  

Edwin District – all streets north of the river (i.e. the “Birks Lane” side).  Voting is at Kempsville Recreation Center 

Manor District – all streets south of the river (i.e. the “Berrywood/ Selwood” side).  Voting is at Providence Elementary.

For more information on polling places, voter registration, absentee ballots, and the candidates please contact:

 Local Voter Registrar - by phone at 385-8683  or at www.vbgov.com/government/departments/voter-registrar 
 Virginia State Board of Elections - www.sbe.virginia.gov or by phone at 1-804-864-8901 
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BELLAMY WOODS CIVIC LEAGUE TREASURER’S REPORT
as of September 23, 2014 (Membership Year 2014-2015)

Actual                Budget
7/1-9/23/14 7/1-6/30/15

Bank Balance July 1st $ 8,053 $ 7,600            
Revenues
01  Membership Dues 4,530 6,750
02  Donations (cash) 0 0
03  Other 105 0 
04  Advertising Revenue 620 1,500
05  Donations In-Kind (non-cash) 288 400   
Total Revenues $ 5,543 $ 8,650

Expenses
Membership Benefits & Costs
10 Party in the Park $ 1,972 $ 2,000
11   Halloween party 0 100    
12 Membership invoice 45 300    
13 Newsletters 382 1,800 
17 Entrance Signs electricity 86 500    
20 Beautification/Landscaping 0 465    
21 Community Yard sale ad 0 30      
22 Meeting Expenses 0 250    
23 Neighborhood Directory 0 500    
24   Web Site Support 160 300    
28   Signage 19 250    
29 Bulletin Boards 0 50      
30 Donations In-Kind Exp (non-cash) 288 400    
Other-Misc
60 VBCCO Dues 0 30      
61 VBCCO Awards dinner 0 200    
62 PTA Donations ($100/KHS, KMS, PES) 0 300     
63 Insurance 0 450    
31   Supp’l Event Insurance 350 400    
64   Unrelated Business Income Tax 0 0       
65   Office Supplies 0 150    
66   Bank Charges 0 75      
67 PayPal Charges 72 100    
Total Operating Expenses $ 3,374 $ 8,650            
Capital Improvements
105 Violet Bank Bike Path Fixture 0 1,000   
106 Park Improvements 0 0                          
Total Expenses $ 3,374 $ 9,650             

Bank Balance (current) $10,222 $ 6,600
Insurance Reserve-Restricted Funds 2,000 2,000  
Unrestricted Funds $ 8,222 $ 4,600

Respectfully prepared by Cathe Waters, BWCL Treasurer
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ADVERTISING, STORIES & SUBMISSIONS

The Bellamy Woods Civic League Newsletter reaches 452 homes and nearly 500 individual subscribers through a 
combination of our U.S. mailed print edition and our e-mailed cyber edition. The newsletter is also posted on our website:  
www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org.  Paid advertising helps reduce the cost of our publications.  Please contact the 
Treasurer for current rates and multi-issue discounts. Deadline for getting your ad into the February 2015 BWCL 
newsletter is January 15!  We also welcome photo and text submissions from our residents Please email to 
editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org.  

VBCCO SERVICE AWARD NOMINATIONS OPEN -
Every year Bellamy Woods nominates at least one 
dedicated resident for a community service award from the 
Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations.  We are 
seeking your suggestions of worthy candidates for this 
year's honors.  To qualify the nominee will have made a 
significant contribution to our neighborhood or civic league 
through their efforts as a volunteer.  There are both Youth 
and Adult categories.  Please contact any Board Member 
with suggestions. The honorees will attend a City-wide 
banquet next spring and be presented with a certificate of 
achievement by the Mayor.  For over a decade we have 
been delighted to honor residents this way - please help us 
identify them!
The VBCCO also selects one civic league out of the whole 
City to honor for outstanding or innovative service 
rendered to its residents.   Examples might include new 
programs, promoting community spirit, undertaking 
successful projects, increasing membership or otherwise 
improving the community.  If you have any thoughts about 
whether BWCL should seek such an award, we'd love to 
hear them.

http://www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org/
mailto:editor@bellamywoodscivicleague.org


Bellamy Woods Civic League
Newsletter Editor
4692 Berrywood Road
Virginia Beach, VA  23464

Events Calendar

BWCL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - Tuesday, October 21 (7 pm). Location: Joint-Use 
Library on Virginia Beach campus of Tidewater Community College. Neva White will talk about the 
building, the services available throughout the library system, and about the partnership with the college 
and the community.

HALLOWEEN PARTY – Sunday, October 26  (2-4pm) – pinatas, costume contest, food & fun!  
Neighborhood park.  Volunteers needed or event may be cancelled!  Contact 
President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE FORUM - Thursday, October 16 (7 pm) and 
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE FORUM – Thursday, October 23 (7 pm) - Forums sponsored by 
neighboring civic leagues. Location is Kempsville Middle School. 

ELECTION DAY – Tuesday, November 4th.  Please be sure to vote!

For more information, please visit
www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org
or use your Smartphone to scan the QR code at right.

Founded     
in 1987

mailto:President@bellamywoodscivicleague.org
http://www.bellamywoodscivicleague.org/
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